Sil launches
India’s first
qHPV vaccine
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New Delhi: The Serum Insti-
tute of India (SI1) launched,
Cervavac, India’s first indige-
nously developed quadriva-
lent human papillomaviras
(gHPY) vaccine, on Tuesday,
on the secasion of India’s Na-
tional Girl Child Dax

Adar Poonawalla, the CEQ
of the Pune-based pharma-
ceutical firm, tweeted that
Union home minister Amit
Shah launched the vaceine.

Cervavac has been devel-
oped by the SUI in partnership
with the department of bio-
technology (DBT),

At present, the country is
fully dependent on foreign
manufncturers for the vaccine,
They cost anywhere between
Rs 2,000 to Hs 3,500 per dose
which is nearly 10 times the ex-
pected priceof the indigenous-
ly developed vaccine,

HPV  vaccines  protoet
against infection with HPV, a
group of more than 200 related
viruses, of which some types
are known to cause cervical
cancer - the second most preva-
lent caneer in women in India.

A recent article published
In the Indian Journal of Gy-
naecologic  Oncology  stated
that vaccination against high-
risk strains of the human pa-
pillomavirus (HPV) is a safe
and effective meansof primary
prevention of cervical cances



