2-DOSE VIAL OF CERVAVACCOSTS RS 4,000

First indigenous vaccine for
cervical cancer in pvt market

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS
PUNE,.LALY 3

CERVAVAL —THE first indigemnous
vaccine agamnst cenacal cancer —
developed and manufctured by
city-based Serum Institute of Incha
(5] is powe available in the pni-
vate market,

The vaccine 15 expected to be
rolbed oast in the government sec-
tor by the end of this year,

Sources in the Sl said they
b a 2-3 rllson dhose production
capacity and a single dose of the
two-dorse vial s priced at Rs 2,000
in‘the market,

Cervical cancer is the second
most prevalent common cancet in
India, The country accounts for
nearky one-fifth of the globad bur-
denof cervical cancer.

Everyyear, L23 Lakh new cxes
an around 77,000 deaths ane re-

Serum Institute of
India (SII) developed
and manufactured the
vaccine — Cervavac

porved in fndia,

Dr Srmita joshi, principalinves-
tigator for Serum Institute of
Indsa’s HPY vacoine study at Buly
Hall Chnie, said HV vacoinationof
adolescent girls and cervical
cancer soreening of adult women
usng an HPY test are the two to-
ols available to prevent cervical
CaAncer

"It kallsone woman every eight
mifLtes in the country and all
women aged 30-60 must get
screenedwithan HPY test, which
is more accurate than the pap
smiar for cenvical cancer even if
they have no sympioms. They
st also et their adolescent

clahters vaccimated with the bis-
man papillomavines (HPY) vac-
cing.” said Dr joshi,

Cervavac s manufaciured by
5l — the warld's largest vaccine
manufacturer — in association
with the Depantment aof
Bsotechnology, Ministry of Scence
and Technologyalong with Bill and
Mefinda Gates Foundation,

“The SII's vaccine is approved
i Incliaa for girts aped nine to 26and
is priced relatively lesser than
Merck's HPY vaccine,” Dr Joshi
sasdl,

Cervava is the first home-
grovm indzan HP vaccine forpre-
venting cervical cancer. It acts
argainst four different typesof HMY
— HPW G, 11, 16 and 18 — and is
hence known as a quadrivalent
Vaccine,

The Sl had stared phase 2 and
3 climical trials of the HPV vaccine
in multiple cenires across the
coumtry in 2018,

In July 2022, the Drugs
Controller Ceneral of India granted
market authorisation to SIL In
September last year, Dr fitendra
Singh, Union Ministry of State
{ Inbependent charge i sceence and
techmology, announced the scen-
tific completion of the quadriva-
lent human papillomavins vac-
cime (gHPV ) in the presence of 511
CEO Adar Poonawalla and others,

Cervavac’s two-dose vial is
available at Rs 4000,

Official sources said the vac-
cine hxs beven sent to hospitals in
the country.

The other two intermational
vaccines which ane curmenthy avail-
able are Gardasil — a qua
drivalent vaccinge marketed
by Merde and Cervanix, abnalent
vaccine marketed
by GlaxoSmithKline
Pharmaceuticals Limitexd,
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